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First Landing “Seashore” State Park
wayfinding redesign project

designed by Carlee Mutschler
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Existing Park Signs
map trail blazes markersdirectional info
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Existing Color System Proposed Color/Shape System
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The use of two colors and 
a symbol for the new col-
or and shape system is 
intended to eliminated 
confusion caused by sim-
ilar colors in the current 
system. With this new sys-
tem, a color and shape will 
be assigned to each trail 
and the corresponding 
description will be easier 
to identify on small hand 
held and black & white 
maps. Instead of “yellow” 
and “light yellow” the trails 
will be identified by col-
or and shape, for example 
“gold crab”.

The use of shapes enables 
the system to work in in-
stances where the park 
visitor is color blind as well.
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New Park Map Design

First Landing 
State Park

On the new map the dual 
color  system will help 
visitors to identify which 
trail they are traveling 
on or towards. Each map 
will be customized to the 
spot where it is placed. In 
some instances the map 
will be zoomed into a 
specif ic area and the key 
modif ied to show only 

relevant trail information. 
There will also be facility 
markers on the map as 
well as a current position 
indicator such as a “you 
are here” sticker. Rele-
vant trails will also fea-
ture their specif ic shape 
marker on the map to 
help visitors identify the 
trail.
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First Landing State Park

Emergency  911

Office  757-412-2300

After Hours 
Urgent Needs  1-757-635-7132 

Wildlife and Safety
The natural world is a wild and wonderful place for 
relaxation, discovery, and recreation. Please be mind-
ful of your surroundings and obey all trail safety signs. 
Help keep the wild in wildlife. Be cautious at dawn 
and dusk when animals are more active; always keep 
your distance and do not feed or chase any wild ani-
mals. Prepare for forecasted weather and carry plenty 
of water, insect repellant, and sunscreen. Travel with 
a companion and keep children and pets near you. 
Enjoy your outdoor adventure!

Trail Etiquette
- Be courteous
- Stay on designated trails
- Stay right, pass left
- Alert others on approach
- Maintain safe speeds
- Keep trail clean

attention horseback riders
Information about horse trails 
and other horse facilities in Vir-
ginia State Parks can be found 
at 800-933-PARK or www.virgini-
astateparks.gov

emergency contact numbers
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New Directional and Distance Markers
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distance to a trail 
from sign placement.

If no distance marker is 
present, then that sign 
indicates the current trail 
and direction.
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New Trail Blazes and Trail Head Markers
Brighter colors and the 
use of two analogous 
color will improve visibility 
of the trail blazes in the 
busy wilderness. Blazes 
will still be affixed to trees 
along the trails especially 
at junctions with animal 
trails and other carved 
trails that are not on the 
map. 

The use of a shape in 
addition to brighter colors 
will help avoid confusion 
when looking at two 
similar colors or trying 
top determine what color 
you are looking at when 
reading the description 
on a hand held map. 
Shapes will also make 
the wayfiding system 
accessible to color blind 
visitors.
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Informational Signs
Bald Cypress

nature trailA Crowded Condominium
It is more often said than observed that holes in tree 
trunks provide nests for many types of animals. This is our 
woodpecker condominium, and it houses both red-head 
and pileated woodpeckers. The large rectangular shaped 
holes are those of the large pileated woodpecker. This 
crow-sized bird can be recognized by its flaming red crest 
and, while in flight, its flashing white underwings. Even if 
you do not see this large bird, you can often hear the loud 
drumming sound it makes to proclaim its territory.

Pileated Woodpecker
Dryocopus pileatus

Conservation: Numbers in eastern United States declined sharply 
in 18th and 19th centuries with clearing of eastern 
forest. Since about 1900, a gradual comeback, with the 
species becoming common again in some areas. May 
be adapting to second-growth woods and proximity 
of humans.

Family: Woodpecker

Habitat: Conifer, mixed, and hardwood forests; woodlots. 
Favors mature deciduous or mixed deciduous-
coniferous forest, also coniferous forest. Wide variety 
of specific forest types from southern swamps to 
old-growth Douglas-fir forest of northwest. Also in 
second-growth and fragmented woodlots, as long as 
some large trees are present.

The current system for 
trail specific information 
includes a trail guide 
booklet that coincides 
with markers along the 
trail. As you come upon a 
marker you can find the 
corresponding number or 
letter in the trail guide and 
read about what you are 
looking at. The guide book 
can be picked up at the 
trail center facility. 

The new system will 
eliminate the need for the 
guide booklet. That way 
a visitor would not need 
to retrieve the booklet 
from the trail center 
before they start on their 
hike. The new signs will 
include information from 
the booklet, as well as 
additional information 
about the  highlighted 
wildlife in the area.
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First Landing State Park

Emergency  911

Office  757-412-2300

After Hours 
Urgent Needs  1-757-635-7132 

Wildlife and Safety
The natural world is a wild and wonderful place for 
relaxation, discovery, and recreation. Please be mind-
ful of your surroundings and obey all trail safety signs. 
Help keep the wild in wildlife. Be cautious at dawn 
and dusk when animals are more active; always keep 
your distance and do not feed or chase any wild ani-
mals. Prepare for forecasted weather and carry plenty 
of water, insect repellant, and sunscreen. Travel with 
a companion and keep children and pets near you. 
Enjoy your outdoor adventure!

Trail Etiquette
- Be courteous
- Stay on designated trails
- Stay right, pass left
- Alert others on approach
- Maintain safe speeds
- Keep trail clean

attention horseback riders
Information about horse trails 
and other horse facilities in Vir-
ginia State Parks can be found 
at 800-933-PARK or www.virgini-
astateparks.gov

emergency contact numbers
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Bald Cypress
nature trailA Crowded Condominium

It is more often said than observed that holes in tree 
trunks provide nests for many types of animals. This is our 
woodpecker condominium, and it houses both red-head 
and pileated woodpeckers. The large rectangular shaped 
holes are those of the large pileated woodpecker. This 
crow-sized bird can be recognized by its flaming red crest 
and, while in flight, its flashing white underwings. Even if 
you do not see this large bird, you can often hear the loud 
drumming sound it makes to proclaim its territory.

Pileated Woodpecker
Dryocopus pileatus

Conservation: Numbers in eastern United States declined sharply 
in 18th and 19th centuries with clearing of eastern 
forest. Since about 1900, a gradual comeback, with the 
species becoming common again in some areas. May 
be adapting to second-growth woods and proximity 
of humans.

Family: Woodpecker

Habitat: Conifer, mixed, and hardwood forests; woodlots. 
Favors mature deciduous or mixed deciduous-
coniferous forest, also coniferous forest. Wide variety 
of specific forest types from southern swamps to 
old-growth Douglas-fir forest of northwest. Also in 
second-growth and fragmented woodlots, as long as 
some large trees are present.

New Park Wayfinding System
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New Park Wayfinding System
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